[Religious and cultural aspects of organ transplantation].
The number of transplantations is mainly limited by the shortage of organs, thereby leading to potentially lethal delays for patients registered on waiting lists. Among the causes of refusals of organ donation, religious reasons are often advocated. In order to make the point, we organized a debate between representatives of secularism ( " laïcité ") and of the most represented religions in Belgium, i.e. catholic, Islamic and Judaic. Even though the representation of death was variable, organ donation is authorized and even encouraged by the fundamental texts. Refusals of organ donation result more often from personal interpretations by local preachers. Therefore, the gathering of political and religious authorities in order to promote organ donation is desirable instead of sowing doubt for pseudo-religious reasons.